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On Thursday 17th and Friday 18th December 2020 pupils

and staff paid tribute to the meritorious career of Mrs

Grainne O’Hanlon, highly esteemed teacher in Loreto

Grammar School Omagh for 39 years and 3 months and

at this special time of her retirement marking 20 years

of her outstanding contribution as Principal. Mrs

O’Hanlon is the first female, lay Principal in the history of

this Loreto school.

A native of Dromore, Co. Tyrone, Mrs O’Hanlon the

daughter of the late Margaret and Edward McGlone was

born into a family of five. She began her school days in

St. Dympna’s Primary School under Headmaster Mr.

Francis Hughes and in 1971 progressed to Loreto for her

secondary school education. Mrs O’Hanlon combined her

love of Art & Design with English at St. Mary’s College of

Education in Belfast, where she was awarded the Vere

Foster Medal for outstanding Teaching Practice. In 1981

she secured a teaching position in the Art Department in

Loreto Grammar School, Omagh, joining Colm and the late

Kay O’Neill and Winnie Winters. Mr. Colm O’Neill former

Head of Department and her predecessor as Principal

said that “Grainne brought to the department the

expertise, techniques and sensitivity absorbed from her

Tutor, the great late T.P Flanagan at St. Mary’s and she

had spectacular results at GCSE and A’ Level Art &

Design producing some of the finest and most

accomplished Art students who were to make their way

in the worlds of fashion, graphics and illustration.”

Mrs O’Hanlon also taught English to GCSE, an avid

exponent of literature and poetry, introducing countless

students to drama and theatre, whilst she also delivered

classes in Technology and Design, R.E. and Personal

Development.

By Mrs C. Turbitt (Vice-Principal)

"Thank You, Mrs O'Hanlon"
 



A succession of promotions within the school followed; Co-

ordinator of the Justice & Peace Group, Public Relations

Officer, Vice-Principal, Acting Principal in September 2000

and Principal January 2001.

As one of the longest serving Principals in Northern Ireland,

Mrs O’Hanlon has shown unyielding determination, sacrifice

and relentless hard work, endless energy, drive, enthusiasm

and motivation throughout her tenure as leader of this

school. She was ambitious and courageous with her goals,

talented and creative in getting things done, and always

accomplished in style. Mrs O’Hanlon was fastidious in

promoting excellence in standards whilst ensuring that the

child was held at the centre of decisions. She encouraged

us to see every challenge as an opportunity, to reflect

regularly on practice, to keep the Loreto community

connected, our faith central and the quality of learning and

teaching as our core business.

Under her leadership the school has been awarded

successive outstanding outcomes following ETI

Inspections in 2006, 2013, 2016 and in 2020 the highest

designation in a renewed Inspection Format, whilst the

school has been the recipient of several awards locally and

internationally for excellence in many subject areas.

Mary Ward, Foundress of Loreto Education, said “Let your

vocation be constant, efficacious and affectionate”. Mrs

O’Hanlon has undoubtedly fulfilled these words through her

generous service to this school Ann d throughout a

remarkable career. She has carried the Loreto baton

successfully through the first two decades of this

millennium, making an excellent contribution as a person

and Principal, influencing generations of young girls,

creating a school of which we are  proud. It is her

determination, commitment and strong sense of purpose

that has the greatest impact on Loreto Grammar School’s

vision of making “Young Dreams Possible.”

Our school community extend our wholehearted thanks to

Mrs O’Hanlon, congratulations on all her achievements

through the years and wish her a joyous, contented and

fulfilled retired life.

You Made Young Dreams Possible!



 
Congratulations to Maria McNally, Year 13, who
designed this winning card in The Braveheart
Charity Competition.  Maria won an iPad for her
wonderful work!

"Why Fit in When You
Were Born to Stand Out?"



Meet the JPIC Team

I am Méabh, the Justice and Peace Senior
Prefect. As a team, we are vigilant about
societal issues, actively taking action and
acting justly. Many such topics feature in my A
Level subjects of Geography, Psychology and
Sociology. Throughout my three years as a
member of the JPIC team, I have been
afforded the chance to broaden my horizons,
which will no doubt prove instrumental in my
transition to University next year to study
Criminology.

My name is Orla.  Throughout my years in
Loreto, I have admired the role of the JPIC team.
Watching their continuous action to make a
difference has inspired me to become a JPIC
Prefect. I have also been inspired by my uncle,
Fr Peter McAnenly, who has devoted his life to
the church - his missionary zeal has been
infectious. I aspire to live out my faith in action
through fundraising for meaningful charities,
most notably for Loreto Sudan.  Next year, I
hope to study Primary Education.  The
experiences and skills amassed from my
involvement in JPIC will empower to help others,
especially those who face barriers to achieving
their potential.

"As the JPIC/Development Education Team, we will work with the school
community to increase awareness of prevalent issues in today’s society such
as the 'Black Lives Matter' movement, women who empower, access to
education, human trafficking and other indigenous issues. Additionally, we
aim to live out our faith in action through fundraising for Loreto Sudan and
other meaningful charities.   We are women of consequence and we will do
good and do it well! " (Mrs McElroy - JPIC Co-ordinator)



My name is Mia and I am studying Biology,
Health and Social Care, and Applied Science.
My reasoning for joining JPIC was inspired by
the social injustices that we face in the world
today and the desire to make a difference
through communicating the plight of others
and fundraising.  I am currently aware, and this
has heightened my knowledge of local and
global issues such as the Black Lives Matter
and the treatment of women in a cross-cultural
sense.

My name is Meabh and I was inspired to become
a member to the JPIC team as I am extremely
passionate about global justices and the need
for global equality.  I aspire to act as an advocate
when injustice or inequalities prevail.  The
following quote by the famous civil rights leader,
Martin Luther King Jr. states that “Our lives begin
to end the day we become silent about things
that matter.” Therefore as a JPIC prefect, I want
to voice and raise the concerns and injustices of
those on the margins.

My name is Mairead and I feel honoured to be a
Justice and Peace Prefect. I undertook this role
as I was inspired by Sr Orla Tracey’s visit to our
school.  I want to put my faith into action and live
out the Loreto Ethos.  I want to raise awareness
and much needed funds for Loreto Sudan and
other meaningful charities. Through my A-level
studies in Religion, I have realised the
importance of putting into practice our Christian
values.



JPIC Logo Competition
Congratulations to Elli (8a3), winner of the JPIC
Poster/Logo Competition. Elli is pictured below receiving
her prize from our school JPIC Co-ordinator, Mrs
McElroy.



Congratulations to our Loreto KS3 winners on
receiving their prizes and certificates from the
Omagh Credit Union for a recent Art Competition.
Well done! 

Credit Union Art Competition



THE LORETO
DEBATING TEAM

 

Loreto Debating Group was established in September 2019 by Mrs
Gwawr McGirr, to enter a team in the annual all-island debating
competition run by the charity, Concern Worldwide.  The competition
aims to raise awareness of development issues, providing participating
teams with the opportunity to research and debate the different factors –
social, economic, cultural and political – that impinge upon
development.  The competition is well established, running for over 30
years and in 2019/20 over 160 schools across the island of Ireland took
part.  In researching and preparing their speeches, the pupils familiarise
themselves with human rights, the work of the United Nations and the
World Bank, for example, and also develop their research skills and learn
about the importance of using credible and respected sources of
evidence to support the arguments they are required to present. 
 Academic and personal benefits also accrue to the girls through
involvement, giving them the chance to develop the Northern Ireland
Curriculum skills in communication, managing information, critical
thinking, problem-solving and decision-making, working with others
and self-management. 



Last year, the four debate topics that the Loreto team debated at home and
away were -  Volunteering Abroad Does More Harm Than Good; Ending
World Hunger By 2030 is Within Humanity’s Reach; The EU Needs an Army;
Nuclear Power is Essential for a Clean Energy Future.  In order to prepare
for the competition, last year’s team attended two externally facilitated
debate training workshops.  The team also travelled to Maghera and
Donegal for two of their debates and enjoyed hosting the two visiting
schools for the ‘home’ debates.  The team was also delighted to be awarded
the prize for ‘Best Newcomer School of 2019/20’.  We had hoped to receive
this prize at the Helix Arena in Dublin in April 2020, but Covid-19 meant
that this was not to be. 
To date, we have found that rotating the various speakers throughout the
four league phase debates has worked well, with members variously
engaged in speaking and/or researching.  A captain is selected for each
debate and this gives the girls selected for this task the opportunity to
develop team management and leadership skills. Last year there were 11
members in the group, which has increased to 14 in 2020/21.  The
competition comprises of a regionally-based league phase, followed then
by national level knock-out stages.  This year the league phase motions
which the Loreto Team have to propose or oppose, as directed by Concern
are: This Time, After the Death of George Floyd, ‘Things’ Will Be Different
(Friends’ School, Lisburn); To Tackle Wealth Inequality, Billionaires Should
Not Exist (Royal School Armagh); Criticism of the WHO Over Its Handling of
Covid-19 is Irresponsible and Unfair (Hunterhouse College); Nuclear Power
is Essential for a Clean Energy Future (Cross and Passion College,
Ballymena).
While Mrs McGirr provides a structure, the pupils are afforded the
opportunity to develop as responsible, independent learners and active
team members.  Mrs McGirr provides ‘a steer’ where she feels it is
necessary and offers advice on structuring speeches, semantics, selection
of sources etc.   This year the competition has been moved entirely online,
so girls now work on preparing their speeches through the medium of
Microsoft Teams, using the ‘Meet Now’ virtual meeting function as required
and uploading speeches for Concern adjudication, marking and feedback. 
 The team has really risen to the challenge of working in this new way and
Mrs McGirr is delighted with the progress they are making so far!



AU REVOIR MRS CASSIDY
At the end of September we said goodbye to our much-loved Head of French, Mrs
Anne Cassidy, after 34 years of service.  She kindly agreed to join in this Q&A
session. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A
TEACHER IN LORETO, OMAGH?

WHAT INSPIRED YOUR LOVE OF
THE FRENCH LANGUAGE?

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF
FRANCE?

34 years.  Looking at the figure that I have
just typed, I can scarcely believe it!  I was
a pupil in Loreto for 7 years also, so I
have a long association with the school. 

I have always been fascinated by words –
their sound and meaning - so my love of
reading as a child meant that I
approached French, Irish and later
Spanish, with curiosity.  I was keen to
read in other languages and I think that
helped me build up vocabulary quickly.

Apart from the magic of Paris, I love the
climate and culture of Provence; fields of
lavender, olive groves, open air food
markets, the leisurely pace of life…..I travel
there as often as I can and look forward to
revisiting as soon as travel becomes safer
once again.  

DO YOU THINK EVERYONE SHOULD
STRIVE TO BECOME FLUENT IN A SECOND
LANGUAGE?

Most definitely!  There is an old French saying:  
‘La personne qui sait deux langues vaut deux
personnes’ – ‘the person who knows two
languages is worth two people’.  Language
learning has been one of the most enriching
experiences of my life.



There have been too many hilarious episodes to
single out just one! Funny episodes happen in a
language classroom on a daily basis.  Pupils
are constantly interacting with each other and
their energy when creating role-plays was
always a sure source of entertainment.  It
never ceased to amaze and delight me how
inventive the pupils could be – sometimes with
just a very few French words!

WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST
ABOUT THE SCHOOL?

I will miss the smiles and ‘bonjours’ in the
corridor, Assemblies, school mass every
September, liturgies at Christmas and
Easter, my colleagues of course, and my
classes most of all – seeing them develop
their love of the French language and
mature in confidence.

HAS TEACHING IN LORETO TAUGHT
YOU ANYTHING ABOUT YOURSELF?

Yes, it has taught me to be patient with
myself and with others too.  I have
grown to understand that not every
single day is a good day, but that there
is something good to be experienced
every single day.

HAVE YOU ANY EXCITING PLANS
FOR YOUR RETIREMENT?

I spent most of Autumn outside.  We
planted lots and lots of spring bulbs,
hedges and some trees.  The novelty of
that was exhilarating, as it was not how
I would normally spend my Autumn
days.  It will be nice to travel outside
the regular holiday months too, to visit
family and friends across the world.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU
WOULD LIKE TO ADD?

I would very much like to wish everyone in
the Loreto community joy, good health and
success in the year ahead.  Be good to
yourselves and look out for each other.

It has been very rewarding to help pupils
overcome challenges and to see failures as
stepping stones to success.  With support and
encouragement, every pupil can come to
understand that she has the power achieve
what she dreams of – provided that she is
willing to take (even very small) steps to
improve.

IN YOUR PASTORAL ROLE AS HEAD OF
YEAR 11/12, WHAT ASPECT OF THE JOB
DID YOU FIND MOST REWARDING?

WHAT IS THE FUNNIEST THING THAT EVER
HAPPENED TO YOU IN SCHOOL DURING
YOUR CAREER?



ANTI- BULLYING WEEK 2020

UNITED AGAINST BULLYING

Loreto Grammar School staff and students strive every year to
ensure that the Northern Ireland Anti-Bullying Forum’s
celebrations for Anti-Bullying Week are promoted loudly and
clearly to our entire school community.  This year, we became
#unitedagainstbullying across the year groups.  We celebrated
Anti-Bullying Week 2020 in conjunction with the Health and
Wellbeing Prefects from our Student Leadership Team.  Our
prefects sourced or created posters on Kindness Matters and on
the theme of United Against Bullying and we displayed them
throughout the school.  Messages were sent out to each Form
Class Team to raise awareness of Anti-Bullying Week and all
classes were invited to participate in our Creative Anti-Bullying
Competition.  Songs, poems, roleplays, short stories and posters
were submitted and there were great festive goodies to be won!



Short story Section: Bernadette McAleer 8A4
Poetry Section: 11A2 (Whole Class); Ana Mackey 8A1
Video Section: 11A4 (Whole Class)
Poster Section:Niamh McHugh 8A1; Rebecca McPhillips 8A1;
Clodagh Gallen 8A1; Meghan McCaskie 8A1; Aoife McWilliams 8a5;
Abby McCullagh 10A4; Emma McCrossan 10A4; Tara McQuaid 10A4

In Personal Development class, Heads of Year and Form Teachers
delivered evocative presentations on this year's theme - United
Against Bullying.  Student were given time in PD to work on their
various entries for the Loreto Anti-Bullying Competition and some
celebrated Anti-Bullying week by attending a virtual workshop with
PSNI Constable Rachel Harkness who delivered virtual sessions on
Internet Safety and Cyber Bullying. 
Loreto’s social media platforms (Twitter; Facebook & Instagram)
and our pastoral Microsoft TEAMS forums were awash with Anti-
Bullying themed motivational messages and reflections
throughout Anti-Bullying Week 2020.



In November, Year 12 pupils participated in a Vision Board
Competition. The girls were encouraged to design a vision board
which represented their interpretation of the motto and vision for
our year group - that Year 12 are Girls with ‘GRIT’. 
G - Goals 
R - Resilience
I  - Integrity 
T - Tenacity 
The Pastoral Monitors were very impressed by the creative and
innovative ideas exhibited by the whole year group. Finally, they
chose Molly McElroy 12a1 as their winning entry. Molly was
presented with her prize and certificate by Miss Ryan (Head of
Year) on the 18th November 2020. Molly’s marvellous vision board
is displayed on our Pastoral Notices in the main corridor of school.

Girls with ‘GRIT’



A FOND FAREWELL TO
MISS BANNON

In 1989 she took 9 months leave to spend
time in L’Arche, Inverness, living and working
with people with learning difficulties. In
September 1989 she returned once again to
Loreto where she became Head of the RE
Department in 1990.  
Miss Bannon has guided the RE Department
now for thirty years and while we are happy
for her as she begins this new phase of her
life, full of possibilities and adventure; we are
also saddened because we are losing an
excellent teacher, Head of Department,
colleague and friend.
   

On Friday 11th December 2020 Miss Bannon
retired from teaching at Loreto Grammar
School Omagh after 37 years of service.  She
entered the school for the first time as a Year 9
student and after studying at St Mary’s College
Belfast, she later returned as an RE teacher in
September 1981.   After one year teaching, Miss
Bannon decided to leave Omagh to do
voluntary work in Belfast.  She also set up the
first SPRED group in Andersonstown Parish
around this time.
Miss Bannon returned to Loreto Omagh in
September 1984 and continued her teaching
career as a member of the RE Department.

 

At the beginning of December we celebrated Miss Brenda Bannon’s 37 Years of Service  



It is impossible in a few words to capture the

impact of Miss Bannon within Loreto

Grammar School Omagh.   Her creativity in

teaching RE, commitment to faith

development, ability to connect with her

students, her sense of humour and her

wisdom have left an imprint on the hearts of

not only those she has taught and but also

all who have worked with her.  The many

tributes paid to her over the past weeks have

attested to this.

Miss Bannon has seen many changes in

education over the past 37 years.   She has,

however, remained constant in upholding the

importance of providing quality Religious

Education at Loreto.  In the late 1980’s,

(alongside Mrs Turbitt), Miss Bannon lead the

way for an innovative approach to Post-16

RE, with the development of the Year 13 RE

Programme and its outreach to the

community.  This is an adult parish-based

programme, where teachers become

facilitators working collaboratively with

students on a range of personal, social and

moral issues.  It was a new and dynamic

approach to RE with teacher role-plays, fun

and laughter, a wide range of guest

speakers while also providing time for

prayer and reflection.  Over thirty years

later, this programme has continued to

flourish under the guidance of Miss Bannon. 

 She has never lost her enthusiasm to pursue

meaningful educational experiences for the

students under her care be that within Junior

RE, at GCSE and A’ Level or post-16 General

RE.

It is as a Liturgist that Miss Bannon has

excelled, bringing us all a little closer to the

Sacred through word and movement.  She

has planned and prepared a wide range of

whole-school faith experiences at key

moments in the school year that have not

only nourished the faith of staff and

students but have also served to build

community and our sense of belonging at

Loreto. 

Over the years, secular agendas within

education have sought to dilute faith

content; however, Miss Bannon has

remained true to the mission of the Catholic

educator.  She has sought out ‘faith – full’

retreats, at a time when there have been

limited qualitative choices available.   She

has always been discerning to find the best

faith experiences to ensure that students

continue to value themselves as unique

children of God.

Today we wish Miss Bannon health and

happiness in her retirement.  She may have

retired from teaching at Loreto but we know

that her passion for education and faith will

undoubtedly continue now in new and

exciting directions.  We leave her an open

invitation to visit us when she can.   While

this is a poignant time and marks the end of

a wonderful era for education at Loreto; the

RE Department are reminded of the

important legacy that we are charged to

maintain and protect as we progress

through this new decade.

By Miss D. Gorman (RE Teacher)



Christmas Jumper Day
On Friday 4th December the JPIC Team hosted a very successful Christmas
Jumper Day in aid of Loreto, Sudan. Much to the delight of the students, our
very own Mrs Claus made an appearance! to the event.ext



£850 raised for
Loreto Sudan! 



After the year we have just had - we need Christmas like never before. Here are some

tips for a better Christmas this year. 

1.Relax and switch off some of the days of the Christmas holidays. This sends a signal

to the world that you are not at work. You are announcing yourself formally as

housebound and cannot fetch the coal or get milk in the shop.  Other family members

will rise to these challenges. 

2. Switch off your mobile phone for some of the days. Treat yourself to extended time

periods without being interrupted by messages and emails. You will also come to

realise how much time you waste reading useless information.

3. It is hard to beat a good movie. Do your research. Close the curtains. Switch off the

lights. Place popcorn and crisps beside you and a fizzy drink. We all need a bit of

fantasy at the moment. Make these movies family occasions. 

4. The greatest gifts that you have in this life are the people who love you. These are

precious jewels and surround yourself with them. Never take them for granted. Now

there is time to truly connect with them all. Do not waste it. Do things with them.

Listen properly to what they say and let them know how much you love them.

5. The last number of months have been tougher on us than we truly acknowledge. It

has been very unsettling and a lot of anxiety hovers around. Watch the news less

often and jump into a hobby. Reconnect with something that you used to love doing or

start something new.  We need hobbies to take us away from life stresses. 

6. Zoom, FaceTime or Skype will never be the same as meeting people in person. But

this is all we have at the moment. Use them to reach out to people that you cannot

meet this year. Organise a quiz or a singing session. 

7. If you can afford it give to the poor. Loose change can transform the day for

someone begging on the street or lying in the wet. Maybe, you can arrange for a

generous donation to a charity group who looks after the homeless. Let your children

know what you’re doing. 

8. Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ. If you are a Christian - this is possibly the

biggest day in your religious calendar (along with Easter). You could arrange to visit

the crib or manger in your local church/town. Or talk about the Christmas story to

your children. It is a beautiful story of love and hope and should not be lost in the

tinsel!

TIPS FOR A BETTER CHRISTMAS 
BY SHANE MARTIN (MOODWATCHERS) 



 

As this eMagazine is published we are bidding farewell to
our esteemed Principal Mrs O’Hanlon after 39 years in
service.  Mrs O’Hanlon states, “I will miss the school, the
staff and most especially the pupils’ energy, creativity
and diversity".  She also paid tribute to the support of
the Board of Governors and parents, concluding that
this outstanding school would continue to flourish in the
future. Mrs O’Hanlon extended congratulations to the
new Principal, Mrs Susan Cullinan, who will take up the
post in the new year.  Mrs Cullinan was a Vice-principal
at Loreto and is looking forward to her new role in
leading Loreto Grammar School Omagh in 2021.


