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...making young dreams possible

Welcome
to Loreto Grammar School
Our school has a long and rich tradition
of excellence (162 years) based on a
Catholic Loreto ethos and its distinctive
philosophy of education.
We welcome students of different
faiths and of none. Multi-cultural and
multi-faith dialogue is fostered.
Inclusivity and celebration of diversity
are hallmarks of a Loreto School.
In December 2016 the outcome of the
school’s latest Inspection by the
Department of Education reported that
following its “Outstanding” designation
the school “continues to demonstrate a
high level of capacity for sustained
improvement in the interest of all
learners.”

We are delighted with the affirmation
that the school is outstanding not only
in its respect for academic learning but
also with regard to the solid human,
moral,
scholastic
and
cultural
formations of its students. The up to
date preparation of our young people
for active and responsible participation
in every area of social, economic and
civic life is part of the essential mission
of Loreto Schools.

Principal
Mrs G. T. O’Hanlon

And we have lots of fun.
Our
supportive teaching and learning
culture and our partnership with
parents ensures all the young people in
our care have the opportunity to make
their dreams possible.
Grainne T. O’Hanlon
Principal

Mission Statement

“Striving for excellence - the Loreto way”

Chairperson of the
Board of Governors
Ms M. Murnaghan

...a pupil centred school

Hello everyone!
My name is Emma and I feel honoured to have been chosen for the role of Head Girl for the
year 2017/18. Reflecting on my seemingly short 7 years in Loreto, I have realised how much
I have enjoyed coming to school here, and how many incredible people I’ve become friends
with along the way.
I went to St. Mary’s Primary School in Killyclogher and the
prospect of going to secondary school was very daunting to me.
However, I was surprised how quickly I settled in, thanks to the
amazing Pastoral Team and their dedication to all the pupils in
the school. Loreto has always felt like a family to me and soon,
I’m sure you will feel the same way. Don’t worry about being
nervous or making mistakes, because everyone is in the same
boat- I even forgot how to find my own form room on my first
day here, but one of the senior girls helped me. So don’t panic
because everyone’s happy to give you a hand.

school in Sudan, through
non-uniform days and
concerts. Every Christmas,
“Loreto’s Got Talent” allows
all the juniors to display their
talents as a class on stage and
the whole school gets involved. Our
canteen has incredible food culture days
and whatever else you’re interested in, you can be sure the
school has something for you.

There’s always a buzz around school due to the infinite numbers
of clubs and groups you can join. From Senior Choir to Student
Council and other extra-curricular activities such as sports,
Mandarin Chinese and Drama. I’ve been a member of the Senior
Choir for five years now and in 2016, we had the opportunity to
go to Prague, where we achieved a Gold Award in a Youth Choral
Competition. Our school musical, “Thoroughly Modern Millie.” in
October 2017 was a resounding success. Fundraising is also a
huge part of our ethos and we often raise money for our sister

I can’t believe I’m already in Year 14, let alone being Head Girl,
and one day one of you will be standing in my shoes. So my
advice to you, is to enjoy every single moment of your time here.
Take every opportunity you get and you can be sure you will
blossom in faith, confidence and joy. Never, ever give up on your
dreams and you’ll be astounded at how far you can go.
I wish you every success in the world and good luck for the
future. Go and “do good, and do it well” - Mary Ward.

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care is at the centre of our school ethos. It gives us great pride to nurture and support our students, to ensure their
personal, emotional, intellectual development and well being. The Head of Pastoral Care is Mrs M. Gavin. Each Year Group is led by
a Head of Year and every Form Class is supported by a Form Teacher. Pupils in a Form Class are further supported by Pastoral
Monitors, Year 14 students on the Senior Leadership Team. All are available to offer advice and support for any student in need.
Our role is to create a community based on mutual respect and understanding, where the student voice is valued, where parents
are embraced as partners and where the academic, emotional, cultural and social well being of our youth is of paramount concern.

In 2006 Loreto was declared “Outstanding”… In 2013 Loreto was declared “Outstanding” and in 2016
the school once again achieves the highest designation with the ETI inspectorate affirming that “the
school continues its high level of capacity for sustained improvement in the interest of all learners.”

...a pupil centred curriculum

We aim to provide a
curriculum that is:
•

Broad and balanced

•

Motivating and challenging

•

Focused on maximising the
academic and creative potential of each
student

•

Concerned with the spiritual, intellectual,
moral, cultural and personal development
of each student

•

Tailored to the individual learning needs of
the students

•

Mindful of the statutory obligations
regarding the N.I. Curriculum

•

Devised to prepare students for the
opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of adult life

•

Enriched by community links
and partnerships

•

Centred on its responsibility to bring each
young person closer to God

A School for the
21st Century
In Loreto Omagh we want all our students equipped to lead
successful meaningful lives in this technological 21st Century.
The rapid pace of change means a broad knowledge and
transferable skills base is vital, along with competent, effective
communication and information technology skills.

My name is Shauna and I am the oldest in my family and
first to go to Loreto. I have to say the night before I
started I was feeling very anxious about moving to a new
school because I loved my old school and I hoped that
the pupils and teachers would be as nice and kind.
Thankfully, I was not disappointed. My Form teacher is
so caring and helpful. I love the fact that every morning I
get to meet her at registration. She answered any
questions that I have and this has made my transition to
secondary school very smooth. The girls in my class, 8A4, are
very friendly and full of fun. Luckily, I have two of my friends from
primary school in my class but I have made friends with everyone in my class
and even in the other Year 8 classes as well.
I have enjoyed every minute of my experience at Loreto so far and I know there
are so many new memories to be made in the next few months and years. I
can’t wait!
Shauna, 8a4

...providing opportunities for enjoyment and a sense of achievement

… with pupil centred experiences
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When I think back to my first
day at Loreto, I was so
excited! I couldn't wait to
make new friends and start
new subjects. In June, we
were introduced to our
Form class, which helped a
lot because during this
Taster Day I met many of the
girls who have since become
good friends. With the help of
school staff, My Year 12 Friend and
our Pastoral Monitors, I feel like Loreto is where I
belong. Even though I have only been in Loreto a
couple of months, I am positive you will, like me,
feel part of the Loreto Family very quickly and will
have lots of fun in this school!

Ever since I have joined this amazing school, I have loved
every second of it! It was a bit hard for me at the start
to settle in but with all the support at school from my
Form teacher, the Head of Year and my Year 12 Friend,
I had no need to worry. I love all the different subjects
but my favourite is Technology and Design. So far, we
have made a key ring and a photo holder. This was really
enjoyable and a brilliant new experience. I had never used
specialist machinery like this before. At Halloween, we had
our own Year 8 Halloween Pageant. We all dressed up in our
Halloween costumes and then we had a big disco. There was
also spooky stories and a costume competition. We are now in the
middle of getting ready for Loreto's Got Talent. Loreto's Got Talent is when
every Form class from Year 8 to Year 10 comes together to perform a big
dance. It is great fun getting ready for it and I can't imagine what it will like
performing it on stage. I am so glad I had this opportunity to come to Loreto
and be with all the girls in my class because they are all kind and lovely girls.

Mary-Kate 8a1

Sarah, 8a3

“Do good, and do it well” - Mary Ward (1585 - 1645)

...celebrating experiences beyond the classroom

We offer our students:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personal Development
Leadership Development & Formation
Global Interschool Networking
Liturgical Experiences & Faith Development
Environmental Awareness
Active Cross Community Involvement

•
•
•
•
•

International Educational Trips
ICT Skills Training
Business Educational Partnerships
Careers Guidance
Music and Drama Experiences

Hello everyone, my name is Maia Monaghan and I am Loreto Sports Captain
on the Senior Leadership Team for the academic year 2017-18.
Loreto Grammar School offers all students the opportunity to
participate in an extensive range of both competitive and
recreational sports through P.E class, sporting clubs and teams
within the school.
During my time at Loreto, I have become fully immersed in the
sporting culture of the school, representing the school in Netball,
Athletics, Cross-country, Swimming and, briefly, Gaelic Football.
During my time here, Loreto has celebrated many sporting
successes, for example various school Gaelic Football teams
winning Ulster titles and playing in All-Ireland finals, Netball teams
winning Area titles and getting to NI finals and multiple students
being chosen to represent county and country in prestigious
competitions. During my school career, I have reached Ulster
finals for Athletics in 250m Hurdles, 80M Hurdles and Long
jump. I also have won numerous E-district medals for both
individual events and relays for both athletics and cross-county. I
have been part of the netball team since Year 9 and, as a team,
we have won 3 Western Area titles, the NI plate and the NI
shield. I was also captain of the netball team in Year 12, allowing
me the opportunity to refine my leadership and team-working
skills. Loreto also allows you to develop your sporting career in
non-school sports by providing support and recognition for

students who achieve in all sporting areas
both inside and outside of school time.
Loreto has long been renowned for its sporting excellence. The
school’s P.E Department offers students the opportunity to
compete in a wide range of sports and competitions. The school
strives to encourage all students to participate in the school’s
active lifestyle campaign. Students in Year 14, along with the P.E.
Department, organises a multitude of sporting games and
activities at lunch times to encourage all students to get active,
to socialise and, most importantly, have fun.
My involvement in sport in Loreto has helped shape my personality
and enabled me to grow as a person. The opportunities to
become a member of various teams has lead me to develop
lifelong friendships and to create memories to cherish for the rest
of my life. I would strongly advise any young girl in Loreto to get
involved in sport in Loreto as soon as possible. If you don’t try,
you’ll never know what you’ve missed out on!
Maia,
Sports Captain

...promoting the importance of community learning opportunities so that students
from an early age realise what contribution they can make as responsible citizens.

...a school at the heart of the community

Arvalee School
& Resource
Centre

Hill Bank
Fold

Familyworks
Independent School
Counselling Service

Children in
Crossfire
Local Parishes

Omagh Learning
Community

A Sample of Our
Community Links

Loreto Sudan

Young Enterprise
Foyle
Hospice

St. Vincent de Paul

Childline
Michaela
Foundation

Gaeltacht
Action MS

My name is Kerrie and I
am in Year 13. As part of
a Community Outreach
Programme I chose to
become a Faith Friend to a
pupil in Year 7 at Holy
Family Primary School. As a
Faith Friend, I act as a witness
to my own faith and I visit Holy Family
Primary School regularly to meet with the pupil. During
these meetings we get to know each other and
complete worksheets. My aim is to guide and share her
journey to Confirmation. I enjoy building a positive
relationship with this child and helping to make their
experience of Confirmation as memorable and
meaningful as possible.
Kerrie Year, 13

As part of the Outreach Programme for Year 13’s,
my automatic first choice was to visit the FOLD.
Why? I am close to my own grandparents and
genuinely enjoy spending time with and talking to
the elderly. I find that they always have some
interesting – and often humorous - stories from
‘back in the day’ to divulge, and our friends down in
the FOLD are no different. So, every Friday, myself,
my fellow volunteers and some members of staff
make the short journey down to visit them, have a
‘cuppa’ and a good chat. We plan weekly activities which
vary from singing, flower arranging, playing cards and seasonal
activities such as pumpkin carving and Christmas carol singing. Overall,
I look forward to my Friday mornings as it is a wonderful and
worthwhile experience, which always proves to be mutually beneficial.

One of the highlights of being
in Year 13 is having the
privilege of being involved in
the Loreto / Arvalee
Outreach Programme. The
children are teaching me so
much, especially Thomas, who
is my friend in the team. With the
staff, we organise art and craft,
drama and music, sport and cooking activities which
allow the children to showcase their many talents and
strengths. It is a joyful and rewarding experience and it
is having such a positive impact on my thinking and
learning.

Roisin, Year 13

Aoife, Year 13

...a school for the 21st century

Principal:
Mrs Gráinne T O’Hanlon
B.Ed., M.Ed., P.Q.H.
Loreto Grammar School
James Street
Omagh
BT78 1DL

T: 028 8224 3633
F: 028 8225 1143
W: www.loretogs.com
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Thoroughly Modern Millie
October 2017

